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ABSTRACT

Education in its general sense is a form of leagrminwhich the knowledge, skills, values, beligfad habits of a
group or individual are transferred from one getienato the next through storytelling, discussitegching, training and
or research. Generally, it occurs through any égpee that has a formative effect on the way ongk#h feels, or acts.
Education is mainly characterizes into formal ediocaand informal education. With this backgrouimdthis paper an
attempt has been made to explore the level of ¢iducand examine how it reflects the socio-econoceiadition of the
people. This is a case study of the Kalarayerkiitiiza of Cooch Behar —Il Block. The study is baspdn both primary
as well as secondary sources of data, primarywlete collected through household level survey ih38nd total sample

size is 100 households. Secondary data are calléctm Census of India and District Statistical Hdaook.

The finding of the study reveals that the studydras low level of education. In the study area€®@ per cent are
total literate, 87.5 per cent are male and 51.61cpat are female literate. Data also depicts tihatdifference between
male and female literacy rate is very high. Majoadf the educated people have primary and seconéagls of education.
Level of higher education is very low in this aréariculture is the main occupation of the sampbguydation, which

reflects the low level of income.
KEYWORDS: Educational Attainment, Literacy Rate, Per Capiizoime, Agriculture
INTRODUCTION

“Education is the manifestation of the perfectidready in a man” — Swami Vivekananda. Educatioritsn
general sense is a form of learning in which knaolgés skills, and habits of a group of people aaedferred from one
generation to the next through teaching, trainiregearch, or simply through auto didacticism(Jorew®y, 1944).
Generally, it occurs through any experience thatddormative effect on the way one thinks, feetsacts. Education is
mainly characterizes into formal education andrimfal education.

Educational attainment is defined as the highestllef education an individual has successfully ptated.
Another term typically used in the literature igtnest ‘educational qualification’. Educational attaent distinguishes
individuals on a vertical scale, i.e. educatiortédiament categories can largely (although ofteherdgirely) be ordered
hierarchically. It refers to an important direct@ame of education (Jenkins and Sabates, 2009pjassed to the input
(e.g. cognitive ability; effort), process (e.g. edtional pathway taken, fuilme or partime study) or indirect outcomes of

education e.g. income.
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Education is essential for human emancipation amiak development. It contributes to better healtigher
productivity, greater income, human freedom, cdpggtand esteemed living, increased participatiorcommunity life.
Education is the single best development investraadta powerful investment to develop an econoigigabsperous
society (Human Development Report, 2009, South &4d&ha). The long term social and economic retumm feducation
is enormous. Education, as articulated in Natiétaicy on Education (1986), is a “dynamic, cumuwdatilife long process

providing diversity of learning opportunities td ségments of society.”

The process of education and attainments therepfohampact on all aspects of life. It capturesatslty of
acquiring knowledge, communication, and participaiin community life. It alters an individual’'s ae¢en community’s
collective perceptions, aspirations, goals as aglthe ability and the means to attain them (HuBewelopment Report,
2009, South 24 Pargana). Literacy is a part of atiuie. Every educated person is a literate butyelt@rate is not an

educated person.

Education is considered a tool of empowerment amitlibg of human capabilities. Education, particlyla
elementary education, is therefore viewed as inaporinput in the development of a society. In sumymnaducation is

important in five distinct ways (Dreze and Sen 1995
e Intrinsic importance
» Instrumental personal role.
* Instrumental social role.
* Instrumental process role.
» Empowerment and distributive role.
OVERVIEW OF LITERATURE

Eric, H. A., W. Ludger (2012)examinedthe role of education in promoting economic welidge with a
particular focus on the role of educational qualiticoncludes that there is strong evidence thatcognitive skills of the
population rather than mere school attainment amepfully related to individual earnings, to thestdibution of income,

and to economic growth.

Rana, K.et al. (2003) studied that primary education in West Bengs all over the country, suffers from many
deficiencies including problems of infrastructusbprtage of schools, shortage of teachers, thadiakhandicap of the
parents, and so on. Kingdon, G.K. (2002) triedhovs the social and the economic benefits of fenealecation in the
babi and Baha'i religions and considers the patlswhyough which women's schooling leads to so@alg Lakshmi, G.
R. et al. (1986) attempted to study the effect of occupatieducation and economic status of couples onliferti
Occupation of husband is also a determining faftocontrol of fertility. The study corroboratesetfindings that age at
marriage and educational level of spouses playngoitant role for reducing fertility. It was alsdoserved that the
increase in educational level tends to increaseatfeeat marriage and thus reducing the chance pmfsexe to fertility.
Basant, R. (2012) studied that as compared to atigions, Muslims have a higher perception ofaimfess and this
sense of discrimination is especially high in tihepyment and education spaces. Participation oflivhis is relatively

low in the education space but has improved innegears.
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Kumar, S.A. (2014) revealed that the quality sgciean be produced only through quality educatioovisled
through universities and other degree awardingtutgins. The mechanism should pay attention oimirgf diversifying,
and upgrading higher education and research progemmKainuwa, Aet. al. (2013) studied the influence of parent’s
socio-economic status and education backgrountiein¢hildren’s education in Nigeria. This papesoateflects that how
socio-economic status and educational backgrountleoparents affects the education of their childexamine the role

of parent’s socio-economic status and their edanatibackground on the educational process of tingldren.
Data Source and Methodology

The present research paper is based on both priamahgsecondary data. Primary data have been obtfiom
the household survey which was conducted duringugeh, 2013. The secondary data were collected f@ansus of
India, various published and unpublished recordsgofernment and nongovernment organisations, bloffice,

Panchayat office.

Systematic random sampling technique is appliegktect the households in this sample village fdlecting the
information from the respondents. Percentage methatsed to analyse the data and side by sideusd@agrams are

drawn to show the pictorial representation of taeadvith many statistical method.
Background of Study Area

Cooch Behar is one of the five districts of JalpaigDivision with an irregular triangle shape. Thestrict
occupies 1?9 position in the state in respect of its sizeids lin the south of Jalpaiguri district beyond kiiiéy terrain of
Himalayan belt and geographically forming a partregion of West Bengal. It is the home of manyridisievel and
divisional level offices. Hence, the economy isebphgriculture dependent. The industrial sectarisyet fully developed

due to lack of proper infrastructure.

The district lies between 257°40” and 2632'20" North latitude and between 8&F'40” and 8954’35 East
longitude. The district is surrounded by Jalpaiidistrict in the North, Goalpara District of Assaand Rangpur district
of Bangladesh in the East and International BoundéBangladesh in South & West. Village KalaraygHi is located in
Block Cooch Behar-Il.
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Table 1: Trends of Population in Cooch
Behar Il Block (1991, 2001 & 2011)

Year | Population (in Number)
1991 256851
2001 297984
2011 343901

Source: Census of India, 1991, 2001 and 2011.

Table 1 shows the total population of Cooch BehaBlbck in 1991 to 2011 Census. In 2001 census, the

population of this block is 2, 97,984 and in 20ttle population is 3, 43,901. The population grovéte in 1991-2001
Census is 16.01% and 2001-2011 Census is 15.4@Rtsdflock.

Literacy Rate in Cooch Behar Il Block
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Literacy is an index of human development and tyatif human life. Poor literacy hinders economic
development and in case of females even hindeiis éingpowerment and advancement, progress of fapidyning
programmes. The table and figure 2 shows the &Gferate of Cooch Behar Il block (1991, 2001 &2011).1991 the

literate population is 56.45% and 73.89%, 81.39%rhite population in year 2001 & 2011 respectivélyeveals that
there have been sharp rise in literacy rate in @&mhar 1l Block.

Figure 3 shows the percentage of working populatioi€ooch Behar Il Block. In 1991 census, the wogki

population was 33.71% and it becomes 39.98% in 2801 in 2011 census (37.31%) it shows the sligitliding of
working participation in this Block.

Percentage of Working Population
in Cooch Behar Il Block
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Source: Census of India, 1991, 2001 and 2011.
Figure 3
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Education Scenario of the Study Area

Every issue that our society faces is like a lifilaahain. Each issue is connected to anothereredhectly or
indirectly. The chain of issues in this societyttiva live in, the strongest link of that chain dueation. Education helps to
remove such problems like poverty unemploymentupation, child labour, female foeticide, populatiourst and many
more. Spread and diffusion of literacy is generalgsociated with essential trait of today’'s cidtibn such as
modernization, urbanization, industrialization, commication and commerce. World Bank studies havabéshed the

direct and functional relationship between literacyl productivity on the one hand and literacy gnedoverall quality of

human life on the other.

Table 2: Trends of Population in
Kalarayerkuthi Grampanchayat

Census Year| Population (in Number)
1991 14436
2001 17240
2011 20739

Source: Census of India 1991, 2001 and 2011.

Table 2 reveals that the total population of thkage is 17240 in 2001. The population was 14434981
Census. The population growth rate is 19.42% an@920 during 1991-2001 and 2001-2011 decade respécti

The growth rate is moderate.

Percentage of Literacy Rate in Kalarayerkuthi
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Source: Census of India, 2011.
Figure 4

Figure 4 shows the difference of the literacy duite of population of Kalarayerkuthi Mouza. 80.88p%ople of
the Mouza are literate where 19.12 % people agealie. The share of population pursuing higher aftilut is very low

.The village has no engineering, medical and tecmollege except one agricultural University.

Literacy Rate in Study Area
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Figure 5
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Figure 5 shows the literacy rate in Kalarayerkiluiuza. The percentage of literate is 71.90 andbdreentage

of illiterate is 28.10.1t reveal the good literamte of sample population to compare the total faijmn of the village.

The first and foremost problem is the lack of isfracture. There is only one college which is 15difference
from the village. Beside that the poor socio-ecoitostructure is hampering the development of stadsa and the
outcome is poverty. Early marriage of girls as veasllboys is the constraint for continuing educat®aing towards outer

for work of boys is the factor of low educationtsta

Majority are educated up to secondary level. Out@ff households 30.63% population are attainedatidunctill
primary, 42.48% are in secondary, 9.8% are in higeeondary, 11.11% are graduate level (also pugsgiaduate) and
6.63% are post graduate level. In this villagerehare two high schools for pursuing secondary laigth secondary
education. The ratio of teacher- pupil is 1:35. Biheck has no general college. Above figure deptictt the education

level in Kalarayerkuthi village is quite moderate.

Percentage share of Literate Persons by their
Education Level in Kalarayerkuthi
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Figure 6

Table 3: Gender Wise Educational Composition of Pagation in Kalarayerkuthi

Level of Education | Primary | Secondary| High Secondary | Graduate | Post Graduate
Male 28.58 40.65 13.18 12.09 5.50

Female 32.23 45.20 4.84 9.67 8.06
Source: Primary Survey, 2013.

Table 3 shows gender wise variation in the comjwrsibf the population by levels of education. Hére figure
shows that the highest concentration of educasoim isecondary level. In case of male literate52% are obtained
primary education, 40.65% are secondary educafi8rl8% are obtained high secondary education ansR% are
graduates or in post graduate level. In case ofalerliterate, 32.23% are obtained primary educat@&m20% are

secondary education, 4.84% are obtained high secpmrdlucation and 17.73% are graduates or in padugte.
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Education level of Scheduled Caste
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Figure 7 shows the education level of SC populattonong 448 sample population SC population is 16&ase
of SC population 21.9% people are illiterate. 3%1R2eople have only primary education. 23.36 % p=apé only eight
passed. The graduate population among SC is 5.848m this information we can say that the conditidreducation

level of SC community is also poor.

Table 4: Education Level Among Below Poverty
Level (BPL) Population In Sample Area

Education Level | Percentage|
llliterate 26.03
I-IV 35.62
V-VIII 28.77
IX-X 5.48
XI-XIl 2.74
Graduate 1.36
Post Graduate 0

Source: Primary Survey, 2013.
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Table 4 & Figure 8 shows the education conditiorBEfL population. Among the total 448 population,LBP
population is 180. In this village illiterate poptibn among BPL is 26. 03%. 35.62% people have prityary education.
It indicates that the education level in BPL peoislevery poor. Only 1.36% people are graduate leVake share of
secondary education is also low among the BPL gedjpbm the above figure we can easily say thaetheation level in

BPL population is so poor.
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Table 5: Influence of Education on Occupation

Level Of Education

Crzeupaiiianel SIUEIE llliterate | I-IV | V-XII | Graduate & Above
Cultivator 58.33 25 16.67 0
Agricultural Labour 42.3 34.62 23.0B 0
Household 12.5 33.33 54.1)7 0
Other 0 12.820 48.77 38.46

Source: Primary Survey, 2013.
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Figure 9

Table 5 & Figure 9 show the linkage of educatiod ancupation in kalarayerkuthi village. In casecuoftivator
the share of illiterate population is highest(5883312.3% illiterate population & 34.62% primary é&\population are
engaged as agricultural labour.38.46% graduatelpemp engaged as others worker.

Table 6: Monthly per Capita Income of Working
Population by Their Level of Educatin

Education Level | Monthly Per Capita Income(Rs.)
llliterate 4000

-1V 4200

V-VIII 5000

IX-X 7000

XI1-XII 7600

Graduate 10500

Post Graduate 13000

Source: Primary Survey, 2013.

Table 6 shows the different monthly income of watkpeople in different education level. This limagh show
that the increase of education level is causesi@ease of income level. This table show that e gapita income of
illiterate population is Rs. 4000, where the pepitzaincome of post graduate population is Rs. 03Di@e high skill &

educated labour is needed for service sector.
CONCLUSIONS

The above discussion reveals that the village hé#® gpoor education quality. Literate populationtié study
area is 71.90% and illiterate population is 29.18%5% male population are literate and 51.61% ferpapulation are
literate. The maximum population (73.11%) haveimagtd education up to primary and secondary leveilly ®.63%
people are post graduate. In case of graduatiai ety 35.30% female are graduate and 64.7% rsaBraduate.

On the basis of above discussion we can say tlatdifierence between male and female literacy mmte
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maximum. The maximum people have only primary asxbadary education. Higher education is lower ia #tea. The

technical education among the people is rare seieis.get married early in this area is one ofrib@sons behind the lower

level of education among women. Also the financiéis is behind for the low level of education argdoys. And boys

go out for earning at early age.
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